VLR -4/20/77  NRHP l:z»/ 2 f" 18
Forsn 1io 10- 300 {Rev 11}74) ,
UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES |
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

SEEINSTRUCTIGNS IN HOW TO COMPLETE MATIONAL BEGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES .- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIUNS

TINAME

HISTORLE Kempsville (Preferred)

AND QR COMMON
Dragon Ordinary

"?‘*;.ELOCATXON .1 mile S of Sﬁéte Route 33; 1.3 miles ENE of intersection of

STREET & NUMBER state routes 33 and 609; N of Poropotank River.
. —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN hackleford - . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
- s ;
Shacklefords 2 vemivos First (Paul S. Trible, Jr.)
STATE _CODE COUNTY CODE
Virginia 51 Gloucester 073
12 CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY - OWNERSHIP . STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Xoccurizp XAGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
Lpuiomed ZPRIVATE ‘ —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERGIAL —PARK
__STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PRQGRESS —EDUCATIONAL X PAIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIQUS
_0BIECT __INPROCESS _.YES RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED __YES. UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —_MILITARY —OTHER
FHOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Mr. Cecil G. Moore
STREEZT R NUMBEA
P. Q. Box 21001 Denbigh Station

CITY, TCVYN STATE
Newpart News . VICINITY OF Virginia 23602
F1LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETG, Gloucester County Courthouse

STREZT & NUMBER

CITY TOWN STATE
Gloucester Virginia
[ IREPRESEMTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (See Continuation Shect #1)
TITLE
[ Biginric Aesr i an Tailld oA Quarve Tovenirary
VAL - T -
1552 K FLULRAL _SYATE __COUNTY _ LOCAL

Or7moToEY EOR

SURYEY 2£CORDS Library of Congress

CITY TOWN STATE
Washington D. C.




i

I T R A P

E3 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
KEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED Z UNALTERED L _ORIGINALSITE
—GCCD ——RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAiR —-UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Located zlong the Dragon Swamp near the junction of Gloucester, Xing and Queen, and
Middlesex counties, Kempsville, popularly known as Dragon Ordinary, was probably built
in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. It is a story-and-a-half, four-bay
dwellicz constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond above and belcw a beveled water
table. Though now covered with white paint, some glazing shows through in an indiscern-
ible pzttern, and there are raking ccurses of headers in the gables., The window open-

ings are treated with gauged brick jzcik arches and modern raised-szanel shutters and

are zlzzed with late nine-over-~nine szsh, The eaves are decorated with a modillion
cornice, and the roof slopes are broken with four gabled dormers with six-over-six sash.
Asbestos shingles conceal an orlgi?=l roof covering of riven clapboards which is complete
above tha collar beams and which iz visible in the loft of the =zin house as well as

inside the ell, The house is cro"“eé by T-plan interior end chizmneys,

A late nineteenth~ or early twentieth-gcentury common-bond brick wing set back from the
facade srojects from the north gable end. It is a story-and-a -haif tall and two bays
wide with & single dormer rising frecm the facade., 1In addition, @ mid-twentieth-century

+ 1

brick €11 projects from the rear ¢f the house.

Kempsville's plan is that of a single-pile central passage house. The south parlor is
slightly larger than the north chasmver, and there is a single roo— each in the wing
and the ell,

use is that in the parlcr. 7The chimney breast
neling enriched only by a paﬂr of thin fluted

%e right of the flreplaCc Iz a glass~doored
»rcbably in the early ninzze eenth cenktury, but

its dore retains, substantially in , rare mld—elghteenth-ceht¢ s block~-printed wall~
paper with black floral designs, remaining three walls of the parlor are treated
with & ccuble-beaded chairboard, = ::1 ed wood cornice, and raisel-panel window reveals,
soffirs, znd bib panels.

The rost elaborate decoration in the he
is fully paneled with simple raised pan
T

pllaatera flanking the fireplace. T
domed cunbozsrd. Its drum was rewcrk

[%

|l"t’
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-
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ze contains the open-stri=
lusters peyr tread, scrollz
gular r_lsed-panel spandrel panel.

=
=

t2ir which has a turned newsl, three symmetrical
ackets, a molded rail, anc 2 single large trian-

Bra
ke those of the parlor, bdut the original paneled
In their place was

sture blocks and a.
ceiling has been

In the chamber the windows are treztsd 1il

room enZ and closets were removed in the early nineteenth century.
LUDJtl:;tEd a very plain Federal-tv iantel with uvnadorned entabl
cablet risting on a simple architrss rnd supporting a shelf. Tre
taken i:wn and the joists exposed irn recent years.

Yo earxr gutbuildings survive.

oy
JustiZication of Acreage: The setiini c¢f the house remains larzely unchanged from
Colonizl times. The house is sitiafed at the end of a lane berdered by fields. Be-
hind & tc the south, the land iz wcodsd and slopes down towards Iragon Swamp, one
or tne m2st unspoiled natural arezz in the state, -




LTI e

§:8 SIGNIFICANCE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Built in the third quarter of the ei th—eeqth century, the handsome brick house now known
gction of the Middle Peninsula near the inter-

as Dragon Ordinary stands in a wooded =

section of the Gloucester, Middlesex, znd
name was probably derived frem its proxi-ity to the Dragon Swamp but the house was known

in the early nineteenth century as Rempsville,
chimneys lend added interest to a house

dome in its parlor cupboard.

The destruction of Gloucester County's
decument the early ownership or the e

the early nineteenth century Mutual Assu
described Kempsville (or Kemps Ville)

passage through the middle of the hcus
was owned by William Broaddus and the-
within 30 feet c¢f the house, but there

It is clear from the records that this

from the heavy settlement of the arez 57 mer

sequent diminution of their holdings.
held the land until her death ca. 1837.

"in / the ] forest," a description wnich

The house was renovated in this centurr
Moore,

.
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King and Queen county lines. Its present

Its handsome brickwork and T-shaped

rotzble for its rare clapboard roof and for
the rarer-yet fragment of mid-eighteentz-century block-printed wzllpaper lining the

zhteenth-century records makes it impossible to
construction date of Kempsville. However, in
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3roaddus died in 1814, and his

a
~
J

his widow Ellzabetu.
wez an apple orchard to the south.

nice Soclety policies for 1805 and 1815
"Ix7elling house-~Brick body <rooden roof
Zeet by 21," and indicated that the house
No cutbuildings stood

not Dragon Ordimary, a building which actually
stood one-and-a~half miles away at Glenns nesr the present intersection of U. S. Route
17 and Virgirnia Route 33, BHowever, iz cznnot be determined whether the name Kempsville
was derived from the construction or cwmership of the house by the Kemps or merely

ers of that fanmily, which the land books
show to have been the case. When Brezdfus acquired the 400-acre property in 1804, he
did not aecquire it from the Kemps whc wars

reighbors for the land books record no con-

wife Elizabeth

At that time it passed to Edwin Broaddus who
held Kempsville until at least the time of the War Between the States. It is interest-
ing to note that the mid-nlneteenthe-century

land books describe the prcperty as being

still
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Freeman, Douglas S. Collections of Photostats. 68 items, 3 volumes. Virginia State
Library.

Gloucester County Land Tax Books, 1782-1861.

Cloucester County Plat Book, entries dated 1831, 1836,

Mason, Polly Cary, compiler. Records of Colom_al Gloucester County. Berryville,
Virginia, 1946, 2 volumes. (See Continuation Sheet #1)

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __APproximately 60 acres
UTM REFERENCES E 13 355120 41581—80
A| i | E['|5|6|7‘0| [4 1[58‘380J B]_l_‘8| E]5|5|5|610| 4, 15,719,9,0
ZONE EASTING ZONE = EASTING NORTHING
cti8] Bls,5[22,9 '4115 7!83 0] of1,8} 135419,2,0} k115,802 6,0}

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION  The acreage cozmprising the Kempsville property is
bounded by a line beginning at a point (A) on the S side of State Route 33
nearly .3 mile ESE of the intersection of state routes 33 and 647; thance ex-
tending approximately 1100 feet generally SSW following W side of unizproved
dirt road; then running a little over 800 feet in a straight .line rougz '1y
parallellno northern edge of treeline on property to a smdll pond on the prop- -

ertg then_e extending approximately 1000 feet enerallpwestward fol%m.p%
western edze of pond and 1nterm1.ttent tributarvi{see Continuation Sheef =
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE : ' © cooe COUNTY ' o ' CODE
STATE ' CODE COUNTY coos
i5{FORM PREPARED BY . - : -
NAME / TITLE

' Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

DRGANIZATION : _DATE
' Virginia Historic Landmerks Commission August 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
221 Governor Street : (804) 786-31
CITY OR TOWR STATE
Richmond ' Virginia 23219

§21STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIGNAL . STATE_X C LOCAL .

As the designated State Historic Preservatlon Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1866 {(Public Law 88-665).1
= . g National Fegister and certify that it has been evaluated zccording to the

TITLE Tucner Hill, Executive Director DATE Sr‘ nn 1977

Vlrm.n:.a H:LstorJ.c uandmarka Commission

KEEPER GFf THt NATIONAL REG TER:
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Co——ission Survey
1968, 1977 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Co-mission
Richmond, Virginia

9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mutual Assurance Society Policies:

Reel 3 Vol, 31 ~ 2

219 (1805)
Reel 5 Vol, 43 =16

36 (1815)

Nicholson, J. J. "The Land of the Life Worth Living—Gloucester's First
Two Centuries.'" paper, 1671, VHLG files.
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10. GEOGRAFPHICAL DATA Verbal Boundary Description, cont'd.

of Poropotank River; then curving northward approximately 1600 feet following
treeline for first 200 feet, then following intermittent tributary of Poropo-
tank River, to southern edge of a pons on the property; then curving 200 feet
first NE then NW around eastern edge of pond; then extending a little over
800 feet EXE in a straight line roughly paralleling southern edge of treeline
on property to southern edge of State Route 33; then running approximately
1500 feet ESE in a straight line following southern edge of State Route 33 to
point of origin.
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